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G R A M M A R  

A. Complete the article by filling the gaps with proper verb form or verb tense. Write 

your answers in the spaces on the following page. 

 

Example: (00) has taken 

Behind the Mask 
 

Economic strife 00 (take) its toll on Japan, says Gillian Tett 

 

In recent years, visitors to Japan 01 (baffle, often) by a paradox. On paper, the country 02 

(spend) the past decade mired in economic gloom.  But irrespective of these grim statistics, 

everyday life on the streets in Japan has exuded an almost contented air.    

 

  Unlike Britain in the 1970s, for example, economic decline in Japan 03 (not, produce) 

dramatic riots or strikes. Nor 04 (there, be) a repeat of the political violence and overt social 

conflict seen in Japan in the 1920s. Instead, Japan’s citizens 05 (remain) polite and its cities 

orderly, filled with glitzy shops and well-heeled shoppers. Indeed, places such as Tokyo 06 

(look) so calm that a casual onlooker might wonder whether there has really been any 

recession – or problems – at all.  

 

 But, as this striking and rare portrait of contemporary Japanese culture shows, first 

impressions 07 (mislead). Behind the orderly streets, Japanese society is stealthily beset by 

“convulsive change”: teenage violence 08 (increase), family structures fragmenting and the 

post-war corporate system breaking down. Most notably, this is fuelling the reappearance of a 

phenomenon Japan has desperately tried to avoid for the past 50 years – nationalism. Novelist 

Kenzaburo Oe says that the Japanese are confused and lost and the response to that loss-ness 

is nationalism. The Professor of Japanese Cultural Studies at the University of California 09 

(immerse) in Japan’s literary world since the early 1960s, first 10 (make) a name for himself 

by translating the works of Japanese authors such as Yukio Mishima. A few years ago he 11 

(write) a sober and well-researched history of Sony.  

 

There is a bigger crisis of identity in Japan. Since the end of the second world war, the 

country 12 (force) to reject much of its traditional heritage in the name of revoking 

militarism. Hitherto, Japan has filled this void by sheltering under the wing of the US, while 

13 (pour) its energies into creating an economic powerhouse. But now the economic system 

has soured and Japan’s links with the US 14 (fragment). Consequently, Japan 15 (face) a 

moral, social and political vacuum.  
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G R A M M A R ( c o n t i n u e d )  

01 ………………………………………..  09……………………………………….. 

02………………………………………..  10 ………………………………………. 

03 ………………………………………..  11 ………………………………………. 

04 ………………………………………...  12 ………………………………………. 

05 …………………………………………  13 ………………………………………. 

06 ………………………………………..  14 ………………………………………. 

07 ………………………………………..  15 ……………………………………….. 

08 ………………………………………..    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Points: ............./15pts 
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V O C A B U L A R Y  

Read the article below. Use the word given in CAPITALS at the end of each line to form 

a word that fits in the space in the same line. Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

How they eat in New York 

The city’s diners have benefited from a number of  – 00 -  REFRESH 00..refreshing…….. 

recent trends. Four nights in New York after a – 01 -  PROFESSIONAL 01 ……………….. 

negligent gap of almost three years yielded two – 02 –  ESCAPE 02………………… 

facts about the city’s restaurant life.  

 The first is that the food and wine have never tasted better. Mayors in the rest of the world 

should follow Michael Bloomberg’s far-sighted – 03 -  COMMIT     03 ……………… 

to ban smoking in public places. The second is that no other city manages to churn its 

restaurants quite so – 04 – as New York. The sommelier QUICK 04 ……………… 

at the month-old BLT Steak restaurant has managed to compile an 

- 05 – wine list in a very short time by buying up the  EXHAUST 05 ……………… 

cellars of two others. The menu is very simple. The main courses, which incorporate seven 

different steak – 06 –, are listed alongside seven different  OPT       06………………… 

sauces, and all of these are well cooked and presented.  But 

the – 07 – is poor, the tables are too small for the plates  LIGHT 07 ……………….. 

and the noise level too – 08 – .                                           COMFORT      08…….………… 

  In the right hands, the Atkins diet can be very - 09 –.     EXCITE  09 ………………. 

The chef in the Craft restaurant pioneered the concept of a menu 

– 10 – to its individual building blocks, allowing           CONSTRUCT    10 ……………. 

the customer to choose the combinations which best suit his palate and wallet. 

 

Total Points: ............./10pts 
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

 

Read the article about a popular idiomatic expression. Decide which of the sentences (A-

M) below best fits into each of the numbered gaps (1-10) in the article. There are three 

extra sentences. 

A is reduced to selling handkerchiefs in a store 

B came from America 

C in what manner and with what effects  

D as you’d think 

E has never been greater 

F I had just climbed out from under the cold shower 

G at least you could look or feel 

H it is money 

I men with real wealth must now find other ways 

J the object is bought to reward yourself 

K the same words mean 

L to emotionally invest in products 

M they can’t buy one 

 

In 1911, the year Mahler died and Crisco shortening was invented, it meant something to 

look at a man and say “You look like a million dollars”. Indeed, it meant something good. 

Today, however, with inflation ascendant and the value of greenbacks retrograde, with 

cowboy hats and velvet jackets on men’s clothing racks, with dress-down-everydays, 01 

………., well – what exactly? Let’s go to the beginning. 

The Oxford English Dictionary’s first sighting of the idiom was not, 02 ………., in some 

quaint tome on fine dress but in an explicit polemic against white slavery. Clifford G. Roe’s 

Horrors of the White Slave Trade recounts the real-life downfall of numerous young Chicago 

women, including one who, pregnant and abandoned by her childhood sweetheart,  
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  (continued) 

03 ………. . A man arrives. He asks her to dinner. She accepts, as “a good dinner looked like 

a million dollars to me right then”. Bingo. 

1925 saw a more familiar use. “It was one of those topping mornings and 04 ………. 

feeling like a million dollars,” says Bertie Wooster in Carry on, Jeeves.  

That a monetary benchmark for looking good 05 ………. is not surprising to OED chief 

editor John Simpson. “America was the land of opportunity. If you couldn’t gain that sort of 

money, 06 ………. as if you did.” But decades on, the million-dollar look is less a gold 

standard, more like common currency.  

“To look rich takes very little,” says James B. Twitchell, whose book Living it Up 

explores America’s love affair with luxury. With very little disposable income, men can 

“capture the pretension of looking a million dollars”. They can lease a Lexus even if 07 

………. .  

Paradoxically, this “down-streaming” of luxury devalues the whole notion. This, when 

the end of the old social boundaries – bloodline, religion, schooling – means the need “to 

display our plumage through consumables” 08 ………. . But the devaluation of traditional 

million-dollar totems means 09 …………. to achieve the megabucks look. 

A good way is harnessing that most elusive of things: time. The ability to squander it 

helps create the million-dollar aura. Time is no longer like money, 10 ………….. . However, 

the ultimate sign of wealth is a total inversion of the idiomatic ideal: philanthropy.   

 

Total Points: ............./10pts 
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L I S T E N I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

You will hear an interview with García Bernal talking about the latest film No. Listen 

carefully and decide whether the statements are true (T) or false (F). You will hear the 

interview only once. 

 

1. García Bernal (GB) is an actor who comes from Spain.  

 

2. GB was last invited by the magazine to talk about his film the Science of Sleep.   

 

3. The main hero of the film is very revolutionary from the very beginning of the film. 

 

4. The main hero of the film and his boss support different political ideas. 

 

5. GB met the people who participated in the campaign described in the film. 

 

6. The interviewer compared the campaign Happiness is coming with Obama’s Hope 

campaign.  

 

7. GB thinks that many times the better image presented by a politician can win over the 

ideas.  

 

8. GB thinks that the word democracy is misused in real politics.   

 

9. Only a few famous people from other countries participated in the Chilean campaign. 

 

10. In GB’s opinion, the value of the film can be seen in that it reflects the situation in 

many countries.  
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VOCABULARY: PROGRESSIVE TEST 

List as many names of the countries with their citizens in English as you can. You will 

score 1 point for every 5 correctly spelled pairs. Follow the example: 

Denmark - Danish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Points: .............pts 
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