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G R A M M A R  

Fill in each of the numbered blanks the article with ONE suitable word. 

ONE OF THE TOP TEN FEARS 

Ask most people for their list of Top Ten fears, and you’ll be sure to find (1).......................... burgled 

fairly high on the list. An informal survey I carried (2).......................... among friends at a party last week 

revealed that eight of them had their homes broken (3).......................... more than twice. To put the record 

straight, (4).......................... of my friends owns valuable paintings or a sideboard full of silverware. 

Three of them are students, (5).......................... fact. The most typical burglary, it seems, involves the 

theft of easily transportable items – the television, the video, even food from the freezer. This 

(6).......................... have something to do with the fact that the average burglar is in his (her) late teens, 

and probably wouldn’t know (7).......................... to do with a Picasso, whereas selling an iPod or a 

vacuum cleaner is a (8).......................... easier matter. They are usually hard-up young people who 

(9).......................... a few pounds and some excitement. (10).......................... that this makes having your 

house turned upside (11).......................... and your favourite things stolen any easier to accept. In most 

cases, the police have no luck recovering any of the stolen goods. (12).......................... there is any 

definite evidence, they are probably unable to do anything at all. ............./12pts 

Complete the sentences using the word given at the end of each. Your sentence must mean 
the same as the 1st. 

13.  Collecting stamps gives me a lot of pleasure.  DERIVE  

I ........................................................………………………………………………… collecting stamps.  

14.  The man the police arrested did not look the same as the man on the wanted poster.  ANSWER 

The man the police arrested ….....................…….....…………………………………………….…of the 
man on the wanted poster. 

15.  The facts of the case were familiar to the lawyer.  ACQUAINTED  

The lawyer  ....................................................................................................................the facts of the case. 

............./3pts 
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V O C A B U L A R Y  

Choose the most suitable word to complete each sentence. Circle the corresponding letter.  

1.   The explosion shattered hundreds of ……. of glass in the building. 

 A. sheets B. windows C. panes D. fragments 

2.   When my parents retired, they bought a tiny ……. in the country. 

 A. mansion B. bungalow C. shack D. barn 

3.  The car skidded off the road and fell into a ……. full of muddy water. 

 A. ditch B. gutter C. lake D. puddle 

4.   This spray is suitable for dealing with all garden ……. . 

 A. plagues B. pests C. outbreaks  D. swarms 

5.  I believe that these animals could be saved if our plan were ……. . 

 A. exploited B. taken up C. practised  D. adopted  

............./5pts 
Fill in each blank with the word in capitals at the end of the line IN ITS CORRECT 
FORM. An example is provided for you. 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF SUMMERHILL 

Summerhill was founded in the year 1921 by psychologist A. S. Neill as  

an (0)  alternative  to the state run education system. ALTERNATE  

   The school is (6) .........………............….…....…. and the children are  RESIDENCE 

housed by age groups with a house mother for each group. The pupils 

do not have to suffer through room (7) .........………............….…....…. ;  INSPECT 

they are left free. (8) .........………............….…....…. , Summerhill  LOGIC  

is a place in which people who have the innate ability and wish to be scholars  

will be scholars, while those who are only fit to sweep streets will sweep  

streets. But we have not produced a street cleaner so far. Nor do I write this  

(9) .........………............….…....…. , for I would rather see a school produce SNOB  

a happy street cleaner than a (10) .........………............….…....…. scholar. NEUROSIS 

............./5pts 
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

Read the article carefully. There are two tasks to do on the next page. 

BARONESS ‘K AY ’ 

“I got my job as chair of English Heritage last year, and even at my age, I’m keen for new 

experiences,” says Baroness Andrews OBE, 67, who is chair of English Heritage and a 

minister in the House of Lords. She is divorced with a grown-up son and lives in Sussex. She 

shares her story… 

“It was my work in Parliament that led me to the English Heritage. I was dealing with 

planning laws for heritage sites around the country when the English Heritage chairman at the 

time passed away. I applied for the job and was thrilled when I got it. Even at my age, I’m keen 

to experience new challenges and professional development. 

“I studied history at university, but it’s taken me a varied career to put my experience to good 

use. I started off as a researcher in a university before spending 15 years in Parliament, advising 

members on social policy and science. I then became policy advisor for the then-leader of the 

opposition, Neil Kinnock. 

“As a working, single mother, I realised that there was a lack of educational, after-school 

activity and a growing problem of children causing trouble on the streets. So I decided to set up a 

voluntary organisation called Education Extra. It was a network of after-school clubs and 

projects that included the whole family, involving 10,000 schools around the country. I was 

awarded an OBE in 1998, and then invited by the Prime Minister to be a spokesperson on 

education in the House of Lords in 2000. 

“My first year at English Heritage has been a whirlwind  of visiting properties, meeting staff 

and getting to know the campaigns and projects. I’ve even observed stonemasonry at one of our 

sites! We’re currently busy with the renovation of Dover Castle in Kent and planning to open a 

new visitor centre at Stonehenge in 2012. We’re also launching a campaign to help communities 

to care for their local churches. Once history is lost, it’s gone forever – we want to preserve as 

much as we can for the future. 

“I’ve visited 50 of English Heritage’s 400 properties so far, but already a favourite has to be 

Lanercost, a small but beautiful priory in a remote part of the Lake District.  

“Being made a Baroness in 2000 was an incredible honour, but it does make people worry 

about what to call me, when I’m happy to just be ‘Kay’!” 
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  (continued) 

Based on what you have read in the article, decide whether the statements below are true 
(T) or false (F). Circle the letter of your answer for each.  Be careful: the statements do not 
follow in the same order as the information is given in the article. 

1.   Mrs Andrews’ projects on educational activities involved professionals only.  T  /  F 

2.   Preservation and renovation of local churches is part of her job.  T  /  F 

3.   Mrs Andrews got her job at English Heritage after her predecessor resigned. T  /  F 

4.   After Mrs Andrews gained the title of ‘Baroness’, people were confused how to address her. 

 T  /  F 

5.   She was a political affairs consultant for important politicians. T  /  F 

6.   She became an educational legislator in Parliament. T /  F 

............./6pts 

All the WORDS below are underlined in the article. Choose the one meaning (A, B, C or D) 
that best fits each word’s use in the article. Circle the letter of your answers.  

7.  whirlwind   

     A. happening very quickly   B. happening in a controversial way 

     C. project     D. network 

8.  stonemasonry  

     A. brushing old stones    B. cutting stones into pieces 

     C. renovating old buildings  D. designing new buildings 

9.  launching  

     A. preparing    B. promoting 

     C. supporting    D. starting 

10. remote     

     A. ancient     B. distant 

     C. remarkable    D. well-known   

 
............./4pts 
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L I S T E N I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

 
You will hear someone giving tips on reading the news. Complete each of the statements, 
which together summarize the information, with TWO words each.  You will hear the 
information twice. 

 

1. The speaker suggests TV announcers should not only rehearse reading stories quietly, but 

they should ……………………… them ……………………… . 

2. The speaker advises TV announcers not to use a sad voice while reading an unpleasant story. 

In TV slang, such a voice is referred to as a “………………………    ………………………” 

voice. 

3. The speaker supports TV newsreaders who smile while reading a light story. If there is a 

smile on their face, their voice also ……………………… ……………………… . 

4. It is necessary to read stories differently, to switch speed and tone, simply to  

      ……………………… ………………………. . 

5.   While preparing their bulletin, TV reporters are advised to use short sentences and double 

space text which will enable them to ……………………… ……………………… .     

............./5pts 
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