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G R A M M A R  

Complete the article by filling in the gaps with the most suitable verb form or verb tense 
of the verbs given in brackets. Write your answers in the spaces provided below the 
article on the next page. The first one has been done for you. 

Luxor – the Best for History 

For 300 years, from around 1300BC, Luxor was a great city, the New York of its day, capital 
of an empire that (00) … (stretch) into Syria and down to Sudan. Goods (01) … (trade) from 
here all the way across the Mediterranean, and Amun, the great god of Luxor, was revered 
throughout the region. The kingdom's pharaohs – including Tutankhamen – built magnificent 
temples to their deities here. The east bank of the Nile, where the sun (02) …(rise), became 
the 'land of the living'; the west bank, where the sun sets, the 'land of the dead'. When the 
power seeped away, Luxor disappeared beneath mud and sand, only (03) … (uncover) in our 
own age. An embarrassment of pharaonic riches (04) … (reveal) on both sides of the river. 
“You need time to see all there is here,” says Mohamed Rehim, one of the city's most 
respected guides. 

The key to it all is Karnak Temple on the east bank, one of the world’s largest and most 
spectacular religious compounds. I arrive at 6am, (05) … (avoid) the crowds and to see the 
towering columns of the Great Hypostyle Hall in the early light. As the sun catches the 
carvings and inscriptions, I imagine the pharaohs and animal-headed gods (06) … (restore) 
to life. 

The last resting place of the pharaohs, the Valley of the Kings, (07) … (tuck) into the 
west-bank hills. Hardly a land of the dead these days, it is full of human life (08) … (queue) 
to enter the tombs. The paintings are worth (09) ….. (wait) for, the long walls filled with 
spells and incantations to ensure the kings’ safe passage to eternity. At the nearby Nobles 
Tombs, I linger over images from the lives of high-ranking officials. They serve as an 
introduction to everyday life in ancient Egypt, the walls filled with scenes showing how 
statues (10) … (carve), cattle slaughtered, wine made, and pleasures taken. 

As the day (11) … (draw) to an end and the light softens, I walk around the temple of 
Medinet Habu. Built 3,000 years ago by Pharaoh Ramses III, this is now one of the country’s 
most beautiful ruins. The Theban Hills tower behind, a kite wheels overhead, and the weight 
of the past lifts. 

The Sinai Peninsula – the Best for Biblical Scenery 

St Catherine’s Monastery sits in the heart of the Sinai desert, on the site where God is said 
(12) ... (speak) to Moses from a burning bush. Above it looms Mount Sinai, known locally as 
Gebel Musa, where Musa (Moses) is believed (13) ... (receive) the Ten Commandments. 
Each night, hundreds – even thousands – of people scramble up a steep, rocky path to the 
mountaintop to wait for the sunrise. As the range of peaks turns from black to red and then 
gold, the crowds begin to pray. 



Participant’s number: ………... 
Kategória 2C2 – Olympiáda v anglickom jazyku – Krajské kolo 2010/2011 

( G R A M M A R  – continued) 
With the sun bright in the sky, I descend the mountain and head to St Catherine’s. From 

the moment I bow my head (14) … (enter) its low-slung gate, the feeling of sanctity is 
inescapable. Everyone whispers out of respect for the age of the place – the Byzantine 
Empress Helen commissioned the first building here in the 4th century – but also not to 
disturb the Greek Orthodox monks. Silence is impossible in the gallery, where visitors gasp 
over some of the world’s oldest and most beautiful icons. Even the monk who guards them 
feels the need to talk. “(15) …… (understand) the wonder of this place,” he explains, “you 
need to be alone.” 

00. .........................stretched............................................... 

01. ......................................................................................... 

02. ......................................................................................... 

03. ......................................................................................... 

04. ......................................................................................... 

05. ......................................................................................... 

06. ......................................................................................... 

07. ......................................................................................... 

08. ......................................................................................... 

09. ......................................................................................... 

10. ......................................................................................... 

11. ......................................................................................... 

12. ......................................................................................... 

13. ......................................................................................... 

14. ......................................................................................... 

15. .........................................................................................Total Points: ............./15pts 
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V O C A B U L A R Y  

Put the words in CAPITALS on the right into their correct forms into the 
corresponding gaps in the article. The first one has been done for you. 

 

Most travellers start exploring the Kenyan coast from Mombasa. 

Historically, Portuguese, Indian, Persian and Arab (00) ........traders........  00. TRADE  

used this port as their starting point for accessing East Africa. This jumble 

of (01) ............................................. and explorers helped create the ethnic  01. MERCHANDISE  

mix of Mombasa’s population and the physical chaos of the city’s 

(02).................................................. . Here, a long stretch of Chinese-built  02. LAY  

concrete boxes; there, a mosque built by a nostalgic imam from Tunis in 

the style of his North African home; around the way, a series of souks, 

alleys and cobblestone walkways wide enough for a donkey to pass 

through. And dominating the entire city is Fort Jesus, a castle made of 

coral by the colonizing (03)............................................ . The ubiquitous  03. PORTUGAL  

foodstuffs are also a (04) .............................................  of local and 

foreign ingredients. 

04. SYNTHESIZE  

   The adventure of the Kenyan coast is (05) ...............................................  

matched by the ugliest sort of overdevelopment in the form of full-service  

05. FORTUNE 

Swahili-chic resorts. But smart, (06) .............................................. tourism 

projects exist as well, even in places chock-a-block with large hotels like 

popular Diani Beach. For example, the Colubus Trust resembles a jungle 

playground, overhanging with vines and ropes, all set apart as a  

06. SUSTAIN 

(07) ......................................... for the adorable Angolan Black-and-White 

Colobus monkey. Further south of Diani, Kaya Kinondo is the protected 

kaya, or sacred forest, of the local Digo Mijikenda tribe. The forest once 

housed the Digo, and has been maintained in a virgin state as a centre of  

07. SANCTITY  

their (08) ............................................. and communal ceremonies.   08. RELIGION  

 
(CONTINUES ON THE NEXT PAGE ) 
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( V O C A B U L A R Y  –  continued)  

 
   The (09) .............................................  gem of the Kenyan coast is Lamu and 

her sister islands in the Lamu archipelago. Lamu Town is a perfect example of 

a historical Swahili city. It is a warren of rounded houses, 

09. DISPUTE 

(10) ...................................................  courtyards shaded by palm streets, cafes 

serving steaming chapattis and cups of milky tea, inhabited by women in 

rustling black full-length robes and men riding donkeys, all 

10. AIR  

(11) ...................................................  with the omnipresent smell of spice. 

Even the geographic nomenclature of the town is 

11. LAID  

(12) ...................................................  romantic. It is divided into two halves, 

Zena (Beauteous) and Suudi (Fortunate) and its 28 mitaa, or  

12. SUPREME 

districts, bear such (13) ...................................................  names as Makadara 

(Eternal Destiny) and Kivudoni (Smelly Place).  

13. DISTINCT  

   Lamu is hard not to love. Yet, it was placed on the Global 

(14)...................................................  Fund’s 2010 list of sites "on the  14. HEIR  

verge" of (15) ...................................................  destruction due to significant 

development and bad management. We encourage you  

15. REVERSE 

to stay at responsible guesthouses, such as the gorgeous 

(16)...................................................   renovated Wildebeest, preserving 

Lamu’s beauty for future generations through community art projects. 

16. HISTORY  

   Back on the (17) ...................................................  , south of Watamu, make 

sure to spend at least a night at the Mida Creek Ecocamp. This  

17. LAND  

huddle of lovely, simple traditional huts – and a more 

(18)...................................................   traditional Swahili house – is  18. LUXURY  

situated in a tangle of (19) .................................................... gorgeous 

mangrove forest and estuarine mudflats. By day pick fresh oysters out of the 

water or wander nature trails; by night, watch the stars fall over roaring 

bonfires, secure that the money you spend goes towards the local 

19. SERENE 

(20) .................................. who manage the ecocamp. 20. VILLAGE  

 

 

  

Total Points: ............./10pts (.5pt each) 
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

Read the article written by someone with an eating disorder.  There is one task for you 
to do on the next page.  
 
At last I like what I see in the mirror 

One of the best mornings of my life was 18 months ago. I had a shower, got dressed and 

ate a bowl of Cheerios. I was on the way to work when 01............. . I couldn’t believe it. For 

the first time since I was at school, 02............. without thinking about it just because I was 

hungry. It may sound like nothing, but for me 03.............  in which my screwed-up 

relationship with food had seeped into every area of my life.  

As a teenager I’d hit the self-destruct button risking both my looks and my life, all 

because I thought 04............. that mattered. Fortunately, I discovered in the nick of time that 

nothing could be further from the truth, and I now spend every day trying to get that message 

out to other young women. But even when I tell them what I went through, they still can’t 

believe the happy curvy woman in front of them once had rotting teeth and a hole in her 

stomach 05............. . 

It all started when I was 17 and became aware of boys, and of my body. Compared to the 

other stunning women in my family – including my mum, who was a former model – I felt 

clumsy and chubby. So I decided to slim down. 

I started out eating healthily and exercising, and lost in eight months, shrinking to a size 

10. I felt fab and revelled in my friends’ compliments. Then one night a friend suggested fish 

and chips for dinner. I was a harmless treat, but feeling it sitting in my stomach 06............. 

I was somehow losing control.  

That was the first time I made myself sick. It was awful, but it meant I didn’t have to 

worry about getting fat. So the next day, and the next, I started treating myself to foods 

I wouldn’t normally allow myself, 07............. . I began to wonder why everyone wasn’t doing 

it. As far as I could see, it was an easy way to binge on whole loaves of bread, pastries and 

doughnuts without 08............. or affecting my health. I didn’t link my constant colds or 

violent mood swings with what I was doing to my body. 

A year later, I left Essex to go to university in Aberystwyth. Living in the Halls, I was 

sick up to eight times a day. My binges began with an apple, then 09............. , even smashing 

up frozen lasagne and eating it raw. Afterwards, I’d be sick until the apple had come back up 

10............. I’d purged everything from my body. 

Total Points: ............./10pts 
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  (continued) 
 
For questions 01-10, decide which of the phrases (A-N) below best fits into each of the 
numbered gaps in the article. There are three extra phrases. Put the letter of your 
answers into the correct gap in the article. 
 

A it was the end of a 10-year nightmare 

B admitted by the family 

C I stopped suddenly in the street 

D leaving it bloodshot 

E making myself sick afterwards 

F I’d eaten something 

G to make sure 

H caused by her desperate quest to be slim 

I  made me feel 

J to let go out of my self-hatred 

K  putting on weight 

L  being thin was the only thing 

M  I’d plough through all the food in my cupboards 
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L I S T E N I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

 

You will hear someone talking about her former band (Girls Aloud), her weight and her 
boyfriend.  Listen carefully and decide whether the statements are true (T) or false (F).  

 
T  /  F  1. The speaker did not respond to the speculations of the media from the beginning.  

T  /  F  2. Now, the speaker has decided to express her opinions.  

T  /  F  3. The former members of the band want to release a new album together. 

T  /  F  4. The speaker follows a specific diet to be slim. 

T  /  F  5. The speaker knew that Jason wanted to ask for her hand.  

T  /  F  6. The ring did not attract the speaker.  

T  /  F  7. The speaker wants to have a big wedding party in both Ireland and the US.  

T  /  F  8. The speaker is sorry that Jason’s life isn’t about music.  

T  /  F  9. The speaker cannot separate her professional life from her private life.  

T  /  F  10. Headlines in the media about the speaker influence her life negatively.    
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V O C A B U L A R Y :  P R O G R E S S I V E  T E S T  

List as many trees as you can. You will score 1 point for every 5 correctly spelled 
answers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Points: .............pts 
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