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A N S W E R  K E Y  

GRAMMAR – 15pts 

1. when   
2. should 
3. to 
4. likely/going 
5. are 
6. with      
7. needs/has 
8. on   
9. least 
10. with 
11. up   
12. on     
13. though/as he was, he agreed to play tennis 
14. to which he was influenced by his brother 
15. to have scared your mother like that 

 
 
VOCABULARY – 10pts 

1. B 
2. A 
3. D 
4. C  
5. C   
6. constituent 
7. dietary    
8. undesirable 
9. spoilage     
10. consumption  

READING COMPREHENSION – 10pts 

1. T   
2. F   
3. F 
4. F   
5. T  
6. T 
7. T 
8. d 
9. b  
10. b  

 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION – 5pts  

1. c 
2. a 
3. d 
4. a 
5. c 
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L I S T E N I N G  T A P E S C R I P T  (Please heard once/twice.) 

INTERVIEWER : My next guest is Brigid McConville, a journalist who decided to get herself a life coach. Brigid, 
what made you do it and what is a life coach? 

BRIGID : Well, all was not entirely well with my life. Nothing drastic, I just felt stuck and in need of change, both 
on the work front – too much to do, too little time – and at home – ditto. I wasn’t miserable enough for therapy or 
counselling. I simply wanted to get a little more from life. Until recently, the options for someone in my situation 
would have been extremely limited. Now, however, legions of life coaches are out there, ready and waiting to come 
to the aid of the frustrated and down-at-heart. For about ₤40 a session, your personal coach will telephone you once 
a week, and spend half an hour talking to you in an effort to help you sort your life out. 

INTERVIEWER : But isn’t this just another self-improvement fad? Like all the self-help books and tapes? 

BRIGID : Well, I was a bit dubious myself, but I decided to try it. I booked a course with Fiona Harrold, a leading 
British coach. She identified my anxieties almost immediately. Within half an hour of our first conversation, I 
found myself agreeing that the first thing I had to tackle was my deeply ambivalent relationship with money. Yes, 
of course, it was rooted in childhood – but what could we actually do about it? Fiona is a passionate advocate of 
self-belief and with her characteristic verve, she told me I had to carve out a whole new way of thinking about 
myself. I must see myself as a “magnet for money”, she said. Consider yourself someone to whom cash flows 
effortlessly. Why shouldn’t you have an easy life, an abundance of pleasure, leisure and luxury – and all without 
feeling any guilt?  

INTERVIEWER : How did you react to that? 

BRIGID : Well, it seemed such a preposterous idea that I laughed out loud down the telephone. But, undeterred by 
my scepticism, Fiona told me to suspend my disbelief, and gave me a clutch of positive affirmations with which to 
brainwash myself into readiness for riches. She told me to repeat the following words whenever possible: “I, 
Brigid, am now ready to have the ideal life that I deserve.”  Doing this, I found, cheered me up no end. 

INTERVIEWER : What else did she tell you? 

BRIGID : Well, subsequent sessions were more practical. First came the mandatory de-cluttering – she told me to 
throw out as much unnecessary jumble and rubbish as possible, clearing space for all the goodies to come – once 
the money started to roll in. Then we began trying to cure my personal finance phobia; I dutifully did my sums, and 
started saving something, however small, every month. My work also came under close scrutiny, too, as I made up 
my mind to concentrate on jobs that really interested me. Exactly which issues you tackle during coaching is up to 
you. According to Fiona, most people want to get organized at home and at work, make the most of their abilities 
and sort out money problems. She reckons that building up confidence is vital. She really does believe that people 
are capable of doing anything they want to do, and that all that stands in their way is childhood conditioning.  

INTERVIEWER : So what did you get out of it all? And would you recommend it? 

BRIGID : Well, coaching makes you get on and do all those things you’ve put off for so long, because there is the 
deadline of the next session. If you don’t act in time, your coach probably won’t want to speak to you. So coaching 
is hardly a soft option. But for me, it has provided a great boost. There have been no instant miracles, but things are 
looking up at work and financially, money and I are definitely on better terms. I still have my doubts about the “me 
first” approach but, then again, it is a healthy counterbalance to the “me last” way of thinking I’m used to.  

INTERVIEWER : Thanks, Brigid. Now, if you want to find out more about life coaches you can contact this 
address … 
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R O L E P L A Y  

TEACHER 

You desperately need to purchase a larger house for yourself and your family of five. You saw an ad 
online for what seems to be the perfect place, but the asking price was definitely too high. You’ve 
got an appointment with the real estate agent and plan to negotiate a lower price.  

 

2-storey, detached brick 
house, 4 bedrooms with 
balcony and terrace 

 

Price: 550,000 EUR 

House: 232m2 

Plot: 1453m2 

�----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Kategória 2B – Olympiáda v anglickom jazyku – Celoštátne kolo 2010/2011 

R O L E P L A Y  

STUDENT 

You are a real estate agent. Business hasn’t been too good lately, and your boss has even hinted that 
you might lose your job if you don’t sell something soon. Actually, there’s a house that you’d 
particularly like to sell. You know that the seller is willing to accept a lower price but your 
commission is based on the selling price so you’d like to sell it for as much as possible.  

You’re meeting a prospective buyer this morning. Sell the house for the full asking price. 

 

2-storey, detached brick 
house, 4 bedrooms with 
balcony and terrace 

 

Price: 550,000 EUR 

House: 232m2 

Plot: 1453m2 
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S P E A K I N G  –  P I C T U R E S  

Imagine the photo below was taken while you were holiday last year in Dorset, England. You 
have returned to the exact spot of sea and cliffs with a friend and recall what happened that 
day last year.  

The story you tell must begin like this: It was the most exciting/terrifying experience 

of my life! 
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