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L I S T E N I N G   C O M P R E H E N S I O N 

(please read twice) 

Michael 

I have job as a lifeguard on the beach in Cornwall, and last year I was really embarrassed to see 

that someone had written “Second-home owners go home!  Free Cornwall now!” on the big wall 

next to the beach.  To be honest, if the second-home owners sold up and went somewhere else, it 

would be an economic disaster for the area.  Let’s face it:  Cornwall is a poor part of England.  

There is very little industry here.  Most people make their money in a few short months of the year 

from the tourist trade.  You’ve got to spend a winter in Cornwall to realise what it’s like when the 

tourists go home.  It’s dead!  Celebrity chefs such as Jamie Oliver and Rick Stein have suddenly 

made the area a tourist magnet and have given us all a reason to be proud of our county.  People 

rent cottages, buy souvenirs, hire boats and wetsuits.  I am really proud of Cornwall.  It’s special 

and it’s a real privilege to live here…  I don’t care if I never get rich…  After all, it’s the quality of life 

that counts. 

 

Becky 

My family has always lived in the same town in Cornwall and now I can never even hope to live 

here, or even near here – as the house prices have gone crazy.  No wonder young people are angry.  

After all, rich people come here for a few weeks each summer and think they own the place.  We 

call the rich kids ‘snob yobs’ because they party all night on the beaches, make a mess and give all 

young people a bad name.  The number of old people is growing massively each year and the 

resources of the area are badly stretched, but most of the money goes on things for the tourists, 

not for people who live here.  Our water system suddenly has to cope with thousands of visitors.  

Our roads are mostly little country lanes and they get like Piccadilly Circus in the summer.  Not only 

that, greed has forced many of the local people to charge stupidly high prices for things like car-

park fees near beaches, ice creams, cold drinks.  It is all very well to say that people like Jamie 

Oliver have brought good food to Cornwall…  But who can afford to eat in his restaurant?  I can’t! 
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P I C T U R E  S T O R Y 
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R O L E  P L A Y 

 

 

STUDENT 

You and your friend have been invited to Tim’s birthday party on Saturday.  You 

haven’t bought a present for Tim yet.  Share some ideas about buying or making a special 

present for Tim and make a decision. 

You start:  Have you got a present for Tim yet? 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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TEACHER 

 

You and your friend have been invited to Tim’s birthday party on Saturday.  You know 
Tim quite well.  He likes geography, visiting foreign countries, taking photographs, and 
reading books.  He is not interested in sport or music.  You haven’t bought a present for him 
yet either.  
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A N S W E R  K E Y 

GRAMMAR – 15 points  

(half point for each) 

1.the most stupid / 

the stupidest 

3.the worst 5.happier 7.older 9.more 11.more 13.better 

2.the unhappiest 4.older 6.the most 

intelligent 

8.more 

experienced 

10.more 

tolerant 

12.more 14.more 

annoying 

(one point for each) 

15.will be 17.is not going to rain 19.seems 21.did 

16.will continue 18.will be 20.will have 22.Shall 

 

VOCABULARY – 10 points (half point for each) 

1.bringing 6.across 11.castle/palace 16.pigsty 

2.came 7.down 12.skyscrapers 17.prison 

3.holding 8.on 13.(residence) hall / 

dormitory 

18.block of flats / flat 

4.put 9.through 14.bungalow 19.detached 

5.tie 10.back 15.cottage 20.shed 

 

READING COMPREHENSION – 10 points 

1.F 3.F 5.T 7.F 9.T 

2.T 4.NS 6.T 8.T 10. B) 

 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION – 5 points (half point for each correct answer) 

1. Becky 3.Michael 5.Michael 7.no one 9.Michael 11.Becky 14.no one 

2.no one 4.Becky 6.Becky 8.Becky 10.Michael 12.Michael  
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