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SK:
Pan predseda,

Slovensko sa plne stotoZiiuje s vyhlasenim vdzeného zdstupcu Eurdpskej Unie a v ramci
narodnej kapacity pridava par poznamok k takej dolezitej téme, akou prava deti nepochybne
su.

DélezZitou najma z toho dévodu, Ze sa v sucasnosti nachadzame na kriZovatke, kde musime
riesit bezprecedentné vyzvy v podobe globalnej pandémie a dosledkov klimatickych zmien,
ako aj mnozZstva dlhotrvajucich konfliktov. Nemdzeme zabudat, Ze tieto vyzvy zhorsili uz aj
tak nezadvideniahodnu situaciu tych najzranitelnejsich - deti, ktoré boli vystavené vaésiemu
socidlnemu vylucéeniu a chudobe. Boli sme tiez svedkami prehlbovania diskriminacie deti a
narastu porusovania ich fudskych prav vo vSeobecnosti. Netreba pripominat, Ze pokrok pri
dosahovani Cielov Udrzatelného Rozvoja zaostdva za planom, preto musime pokracovat

v Usili o odvratenie tejto nepriaznivej praxe, dokonca ho musime urychlit.

Slovensko pevne veri, Ze jednym zo spOsobov, ako to dosiahnut, je pristup k spravodlivosti. V
tejto suvislosti Slovensko spolu s nasimi partnermi z Ceska a UNICEF zorganizovalo 12.
septembra tohto roku podujatie zamerané na zvysSenie povedomia o Opénom protokole k
Dohovoru o pravach dietata o procedure ozndmeni. Vyuzivame tuto prilezitost, aby sme
vyzvali $taty, ktoré opcény protokol doteraz neratifikovali, aby tak bezodkladne urobili.

Rad by som opéatovne potvrdil vyznam, ktory Slovensko dlhodobo priklada podpore a
ochrane prdv deti. Nas podporny pristup potvrdzuje aj zvolenie zadstupcu Slovenska za
podpredsedu Vykonnej rady UNICEF na rok 2022. Sme presvedceni, Ze podpora
presadzovania a ochrany prav deti, posilnenie spoluprace a prehibenie partnerstiev v rdmci
systému OSN a zapojenie dalSich regionalnych a subregionalnych aktérov su v tomto smere
klacové.

ENG:
Mr. Chair,

Slovakia fully aligns itself with the statement made by the distunguished representative of the
European Union and wishes to add some remarks in its national capacity on sucha n important issue
which rights of Children undoubtedly are.

Important mainly for the reason that we are now at a crossroads where we have to tackle
unprecedented challenges in the form of global pandemic and climate change consequences, as well



as multitude of protracted conflicts. We cannot forget that these challenges have exacerbated
already unenviable situation of the most vulnerable — children, who have been exposed to a bigger
social exclusion and poverty. We have also witnessed deepening of child discrimination and increase
of violation of their human rights in general. Needless to say that the progress towrds the Sustainable
Development Goals is behind schedule, we must continue even speed up our efforts to avert this
adverse practice.

Slovakia firmly believes that one of ways how to do so is through access to justice. In this regard,
Slovakia together with our partners from Czechia and UNICEF organised on 12 September this year
an event to raise awareness of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on
a Communications Procedure. We seize this opportunity to encourage states, which have not ratified
the optional protocol so far, to do so without further delay.

| would like to reconfirm the importance Slovakia on a long-term basis pays to the promotion and
protection of children's rights. The election of the representative of Slovakia as Vice-President of the
UNICEF Executive Board for 2022 also confirms our supportive approach. We are of the firm opinion
that fostering promotion and protection of Children's rights, strengthening cooperation and
deepening partnerships within the UN system and involvement of other regional and sub-regional
stakeholders are key issues in this regard.



